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Photo: Part of a soil sample identified in New Island (iLaria Marengo, 2015)





Summary
There are very few studies about the soils of the Falklands and the most prominent goes back to the seventies. Recently a project called TEFRA (Terrestrial Ecosystems of the Falklands – a Climate Change Risk Assessment) has concluded and one of its outcomes was a soil map interpreted by the soil expert Rodney Burton on the basis of the superficial deposit geological map realised by the British Geological Survey. 
The map interpreted by Rodney is only the starting point for more soil studies and investigations. In late May 2015 Rodney came to Stanley to deliver a two week soil course during which we could learn methods and tools for approaching soil interpretation. 
New Island was chosen as the place to put into practice methods and tools learned in May and to carry out the first validation (ground truthing) exercise because of a series of reasons. It has got facilities for researchers, it is relatively small and can be sampled in a week, the terrain was familiar, the interpreted soil map shows only five soil classes, and it presents large eroded areas that can be studied using remote sensing tools. 
The work consisted in coring 80% of the island (the southernmost area and Sabina point were not visited) for a total of 160 cores and describing the soil characteristic of each core. Dutch and gouge augers were used to extract cores from the ground. As much as consistently as possible, the cores were taken along transect perpendicular to slope and longitudinal to the valleys in order to have a good representation of changes in soil type if they were occurring.
After being described on the field according to their structural and textural characteristics, the soil cores where associated to soil types in order to ground truth the interpreted current map. Overall the identified soils corresponded to those described by the map and helped in validating and increasing the level of confidence of the interpretation from superficial geology. 

1.Research purpose
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using tools and methods of soil samples identification to carry out a soil mapping exercise for New Island and, at the same time, validate and increase confidence of the interpreted soil map of the Falkland Islands (by Rodney Burton 2015).

2.Field methodology
	

3.Results
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